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“The Bridge: Germany and America”

Good evening and thank you for the kind introduction and invitation to
speak with you this evening. It is a pleasure to visit Hamburg. Long ago,
Hamburg’s citizens recognized that the best way to prosperity and inno-
vation was the free flow of goods and ideas. That was one of the reasons
why under President George Washing ton, one of the first American
Consulates General was established here in 1793. Today, Hamburg, as
Germany’s biggest container port, is also one of Europe’s most important
commercial hubs. It plays a key role within the broader transatlantic re -
lationship – both in terms of trade and security. But just as in George
Washington’s days, Hamburg continues to be important because of its
diversity and its openness to innovation and new ideas. That is what our
shared transatlantic values are all about.

Those common transatlantic values basic to an open society were
again threatened last week as potential suspicious packages were dis -
covered on two planes in transit to the United States. This incident, like
others that have preceded it, demonstrates, however, that the combined
strength of countries and citizens that refuse to give in to fear or division
are far more resilient than isolated extremists.  Our deeply held values
and our hopes for a peaceful and prosperous future have created a bridge
based on unity. The example we set to the world in the 20th century is 
of continued and ongoing relevance in the 21st.

But as important as the lessons of history are, it is easy to forget that
neither German unity nor European integration were by any means in -
evit able. Recall the discussions regarding German unifi cation twenty-
one years ago. Twenty-one years ago today, the Wall had not yet come
down but it was crumbling. The future was a controversial topic. In Ger -
many, people wondered whether the more developed West could take on
the financial burden of subsidizing the east, potentially destabilizing
Germany’s hard-won gains of macroeconomic stability. In Europe, there
were renewed fears of dominance in Europe. Going even further back in
history, some sixty years ago, in America, there were similar conflicting
opinions on the Marshall Plan. 

Jean Monnet, one of the chief architects of European Unity, once said,
“Nothing is possible without men; nothing is lasting without institu-
tions.” He was right. Over the past six decades, the United States and
Europe have worked together to help create important institutions such
as the GATT, IMF, and the World Bank. These institutions have ad -
vanced regional and global economic prosperity and lifted millions of 
people out of poverty. They have served as the foundation of a global
post-war order based on peace and mutual prosperity – and they are
monuments of success to the vision of the leaders of that era. Today we
need to apply similar initiative and courage to meet the challenges of the
21st century – and the challenges are enormous.

For indeed, these are difficult times. If you followed the midterm elec-
tions in the United States, which are going as we speak, you will know
that many Americans are wondering what the future holds for them, both1
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at home and abroad. Many of those Americans responded to the mes -
sage of hope and change that resonated through America and around 
the world two years ago when Barack Obama ran for the presidency of
the United States. And for many, change has not come quickly enough
but I believe the trajectory of the Obama Administration is the right one
– regardless of the results at the ballot box today.

The complexities and connections of today’s world have yielded a
moment when President Obama’s brand of leadership is essential.  Today
the United States must lead in new ways. The goal of the Obama Ad -
ministration is to build a global architecture that reflects and harnesses
the realities of the 21st century.

As you all know, today’s world is one in which the major powers are
at peace, but new actors – good and bad – are the ones who are increas -
ingly shaping international affairs. International diplomacy has always
been aimed at rallying nations to solve common prob lems and achieve
shared aspirations. As Dean Acheson put it in 1951, “the ability to evoke
support from others” is “as important as the capacity to compel.” To this
end, the Obama Administration has strengthened traditional alliances
and forged new partnerships in a network of nations, regional organi -
zations and global institutions that is durable and dynamic enough to
both meet today’s challenges and adapt to the threats, yet unforeseen, of
tomorrow.

From the very early days of his Administration, in shaping this new
international architecture, President Obama has counted on coopera-
tion with European allies. These are the nations that share America’s 
fun damental values and interests; and again I return to the concept of 
shared values, values such as democracy, pluralism, respect for different 
opinions, religious tolerance, a free press, and a concern for those less
fortunate than ourselves. And here I would like to add, that Germany, as
a champion for human liberty and economic freedom, is one of Europe’s
strongest links to America.

On every issue of global importance, Europe’s contributions are cru-
cial to solving major international challenges. No matter what the issue
is – from the war in Afghanistan, to the Iranian nuclear challenge, to 
the ongoing global economic troubles – Europe is indispensable. We are
vastly stronger – in terms of legitimacy, resources, and ideas – when we
join forces with Europe on the global agenda.  Every day at the Embassy
and our five Consulates, my colleagues and I see in our work evidence
of the critical role that the German-American partnership plays in the
world to promote peace, defeat common threats, further economic
growth, reduce poverty, and defend democracy and human rights.

None of the achievements in these areas exist in isolation, just as 
the challenges we face are intersected. Consider the Middle East peace
talks. At one level, they are bilateral negotiations involving two peoples
and a relatively small strip of land.  But step back and it be comes clear
how important the regional and even the global dimen sions of negotia-
tions between Israel and Palestine are; and what a significant role insti-
tutions like the Quartet, consisting of the Uni ted States and Russia and
the European Union and the UN, as well as the Arab League, are play-
ing – and how vital our combined participation is.

Solving foreign policy problems today requires us to think both re -
gionally and globally, to see the intersections and connections linking
nations and regions and interests, and to bring people together as only
America and Europe can. Why is Europe – and Germany as a driver of
European integration – so important?

First, the post-Lisbon EU is taking on an expanded global role; and
our relationship is growing and changing as a result. The United States2



strongly supported the Lisbon Treaty. The treaty mar ked a milestone 
for Europe and its role in the world. We already see its effects. We will
obviously have to adjust our working patterns to include both new inter-
nal EU foreign policy institutions and influential new players in the 
EU Parliament. In September, Ambassador Kennard, the U.S. Ambassa -
dor to the European Union and I held a joint meeting with representa -
tives of the European Parliament in Strasbourg – an out-of-area mission
for both of us. We both came away from that meeting more convinced
than ever before that a stronger EU is good for America and good for 
the world.

The upcoming U.S.-EU summit will be the first post-Lisbon U.S.-EU
Summit. The agenda is not yet finalized, but we hope to make some con-
crete progress on our expanded partnership by working together on cri-
tical foreign policy issues such as the Middle East Peace Process, Iran,
Pakistan and Afghanistan; by coordinating U.S. and EU resources to
meet the development needs of poorer countries, as well as those emer-
ging from crises and disaster; by identifying ways to enhance our efforts
on counter-terrorism and security; and by promoting the recovery and
growth of our economies through addressing regulatory barriers to trade.

That is a pretty ambitious agenda for one summit.  There is obviously
a lot to discuss on all of these issues. This evening allow me to address
just two of the issues on our “to-do” list.

I will start with the importance of enhancing our efforts on counter-ter-
rorism and security. The citizens of Hamburg, and in particular you as
members of the Übersee Club, know the importance of maintaining the
safety of the global domain of the sea.  

Herr Behrendt, I understand that each year the club celebrates “Über-
see-Tag” in commemoration of the day in 1189 when Emperor Barba -
rossa granted the City of Hamburg the right to operate a port. At the
same time, he was granting access to the sea, an area that the Holy
Roman Empire did not control but on which it relied.  Today, the global
commons or domains extend from the sea, to the air, to space, and to
cyberspace. These commons enable militaries to protect national terri -
tory and interests. They also facilitate the passage of goods, people,
communication, and data upon which every member of the international
community depends. Just last week, the vulnerability of commercial air
cargo routes was tested as ter rorists attempted to ship explosives through
at least two European countries before their planned destination in the
United States. This time they passed the test. Why? Because of effective
international collaboration.  

Today, by the way, with all due respect to Emperor Barbarossa, the sea
is still the passageway, the global commons of choice, for over 90 per-
cent of global trade – of which a significant amount is U.S.-European.
This brings me to a second area where transatlantic commitment to 
global issues is essential – the economy. The U.S.-European economic
relationship is the central driver of the world economy. We hear a lot
about China and its growing importance to the world economy, but at
this point in time, U.S.-EU trade and investment is much larger than 
with China. From 2000 to 2009, over half of total U.S. foreign direct 
in vestment (FDI) was in Europe. In 2008 alone, the stock of U.S. FDI
com bined in the BRICs  – Brazil, Russia, India, and China – was equal
to only 7% of total U.S. investment in the EU. The U.S.-German trading
relationship alone is the fifth largest such relationship in the world. These
percentages are likely to change in the coming decade as China and 
other emerging economies grow and as their role in the world commer-
ce increases. But for the moment, they do not approach the enormous 3



economic importance of Europe to the United States and vice versa – in
terms of jobs, exports, profits, and overall prosperity.

In order to continue the vision for U.S. and European cooperation into
the 21st century, the United States and the EU must promote strong mar-
ket-based, rules-based economic policies in the international economy.
When we agree on common approaches to regulation, these approaches
serve as a model for other nations.

Look at the example of intellectual property. Both the EU and the Uni -
ted States believe that intellectual property rights protection fuels the
innovation which leads to economic growth. Most new jobs are based on
innovative intellectual property. Forced transfer of know-how or piracy
are disincentives to the innovative process. By working together in this
area, we can encourage other countries to prioritize intellectual property
rights protection as a strategy that encourages the development and mar-
keting of new ideas. This is particularly important for the stakeholders in
the German-American economic relationship. R&D collaboration is a
significant element of our partnership. Germany is a critical U.S. trading
partner in advanced technologies in energy, biotech, life sciences, infor-
mation and communication. German affiliates in the United States
account for almost 3% of all R&D spending in the United States.

This is but one example of how the United States and the European
Union need to work together to strengthen the parameters for internatio-
nal trade and investment. Robust cooperation via multiple international
platforms helps us to meet the global economic and competitive chal-
lenges of the day. One of the newer organizations, the G-20, became the
key forum for global economic coordination in the wake of the financi-
al crisis. At the first G-20 meeting in Wash ington in the fall of 2008 and
during subsequent meetings in London, Pittsburgh, and Toronto, leaders
charted a cooperative, multilateral response to the global economic and
financial crisis. President Obama will travel to Seoul next week to par-
ticipate in the next G-20 Leaders Summit. The key priorities remain 
progress on the G-20 Framework for Sustainable and Balanced Growth
and the reform of international financial institutions, but there are also
important proposals on the table related to anticorruption initiatives,
energy cooperation, and development.

The more traditional platforms, however, continue to be crucial.
NATO, for example, remains the world’s most successful alliance. It is
the essential mechanism for U.S. security engagement in Europe and for
U.S.-European security cooperation throughout the world. We see it at
work every day, most prominently in Afghanistan, but its missions in 
fact start with the defense of Europe and span the globe. The end of the
Cold War has made our world safer but it has also made it more com-
plex. President Obama will join NATO leaders later this month at the
Summit in Portugal. The overarching theme of the Summit will be im -
plementing a forward-leaning vision of a more effective, more efficient
Alliance, focused on the threats the world faces today.

The NATO summit will afford an opportunity to reaffirm NATO’s
deep and enduring commitment to Afghanistan’s future through a NA -
TO-Afghanistan Partnership Declaration. NATO supports a transition
strategy that will gradually turn over lead security responsibility to
Afghan National Security Forces. Transition is not a single event and it
will not be a rush for the exit. It will be a process that unfolds according
to assessments of conditions on the ground carried out by Afghan and
international experts.

Russia is not among the 28 members of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Or ganization but it is an important ally on security issues. We are very 
pleased that Russian President Medvedev will also be attending the 4



summit in Portugal. NATO’s relationship with Russia has been transfor-
med in the last 20 years from adversary to partner. We want to now take
the relationship to a higher level, with cooperation in areas of shared in -
terest such as counternarcotics, counterterrorism, and counter-piracy. 
We want to show both Allied and Russian publics that we are indeed kee-
ping our promises to make the world a safer place with joint exercises on
theater missile defense and increased transparency about our military
plans and posture.

There is a fourth Summit on the international calendar – an OSCE
summit in Kazakhstan in early December. It will mark the 35th anni ver -
sary of the Helsinki Final Act, a watershed moment in the Cold War. T
he OSCE has matured from its Cold War roots but the Helsinki princi-
ples are still not universally implemented. We have witnessed in recent
months instances of continuing violence against journalists, steps to
undermine the work of human rights activists and NGOs, and actions
that call into question the basic rights of ethnic minorities. There is much
more to be done.

I have only touched on some of the many challenges we face in the 21st

century. On all of these issues, close transatlantic cooperation is the in -
dispensable starting point. Over the past six decades, a core principle of
our partnership has been shared responsibility.

The United States is proud it could play a role in the past work ing with
Europe to build the post-war global order, and we are proud to work with
Europe today to help develop the capacity for the next 60 years to pro-
mote sustainable progress and prosperity.

We can meet the challenges of the 21st century, as we did in the 20th

century, if we talk and listen to one another, if we are honest with one
another even when it comes to making the hard decisions that in the
short term may be unpopular, but that for the long term are essential.
There will be multiple opportunities to talk in the upcoming summits. In
the United States, the midterm elections have afforded multiple oppor-
tunities to talk. This evening, I have spoken at great length, probably for
too long. “Courage,” however, as Winston Churchill once said, “is what
it takes to stand up and speak. Courage is also what it takes to sit down
and listen.” And if I might add, courage is also what it takes to sit down,
roll up our sleeves and get to work on the tough challenges that lie ahead.

Vielen Dank für Ihre Aufmerksamkeit. ■

5



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


